The development of the advanced role of rural nurses in New Zealand.
This paper offers an informative insight into the development of the advanced role of rural nursing practice in New Zealand. Provided is a futuristic vision of nurses' contribution for the provision of primary rural health care. The concept of advanced nursing practice will be discussed within the context of the interdisciplinary healthcare team. It is argued that as nurses take on advanced practice, it is essential they receive appropriate clinical and theoretical skills to ensure they are in a position to provide competent and clinically safe, effective health care in an ethical, efficient manner. A description of a survey, undertaken by the author, studying rural nurses' skills provides the recommendation for the development of an appropriate postgraduate course at Masters level, designed specifically for primary rural nurses for the advanced role. The provision of this advanced education together with preparation and support, can pave the way for the highly skilled and knowledgeable nurses of the future working in collaboration with the interdisciplinary rural healthcare team and rural community.